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IN THE COMMUNITY

DEATH John Chrysogelos, age 77, March 30
May his memory be eternal!

THANK YOU READERS Father Pat takes this opportunity to thank the following readers at the Agape
Service on April 4th. The Gospel according to John 20:19-25.

Language Reader

Albanian Rev. Dennis Nagi
English Nicholas Caladim
French Christopher Kendris
German George Athanassiadis
Greek George Lenares
Latin Nancy Athanassiadis
Russian Theodore Kendris

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS Let us cordially welcome the following new members to the St. Sophia
community. Please do not hesitate to greet our new members and offer any
assistance and/or information regarding the community and its organizations
and programs:

Stephen, Andra and Chloe Dallas
William, Tanya, Isabella and Ari Savalis

WISH LIST FOR ST. SOPHIA Parishioners are donating towards our “Wish List”.The generosity throughout
the year of our parishioners has been exemplary and rewarding. The opportu-
nity to donate beyond your stewardship obligation is always welcome and
essential. New item added to “Wish List”.

STEWARDSHIP Again, please note that under the Stewardship program you must submit
each and EVERY year a commitment card ; for your convenience we have
included a card in this issue for your use. As you know we have done away
with the pledge system (where there was a minimum); and, we have moved
ahead with a Stewardship program (where there is no dollar amount
associated with one’s commitment). We have now entered into the second
quarter of the year. In this issue of The Testament we have provided the 2010
Stewardship Honor Roll. Look at it carefully to see if you have made your
commitment for this year. Also if you know parishioners who do not appear
on the list, to ask them to become active members. ...Helen Sokaris

GREEK FESTIVAL
MAY 14-16

On May 14, 15 and 16 the Greek Festival will be under way.  Everyone’s
participation is essential in order to keep St. Sop hia running and
operating with the many programs it offers. The Gre ek Festival also
provides to the Tri-City area a glimpse of Greek cu lture.  Visitors every
year are quite impressed with the total participation – all ages from 4 year
olds to 90 year olds. They also express what a wonderful event we offer and
state that once a year is not enough – Ha! Ha! Ha!. Let’s continue the legacy
we embarked on 36 years ago. The City of Albany’s travelers brochure
includes the Festival as a major event not to be missed. Please do not wait
to the last minute to volunteer your services. Call the Church Office and
someone will get back to you of where and when you will be needed. George
Sokaris and his committees have been working diligently once again.

JUNIOR OLYMPICS BUS There is still plenty of room on the bus for the Junior Olympics, please
contact Karen Pappis as soon as possible for a seat.



CHOIR We take this opportunity to thank our volunteer Choir. First, a special thank
you to Harry Ermides, who without compensation, has undertaken the
directorship of this group and has helped the choir grow, keep it in tack, and
succeed. A choir adds a special touch to our services; however, choirs are
diminishing throughout the country which has become a great concern for the
future [we must encourage especially our youth to carry on this special and
important aspect to our services by joining the choir]. Second, to the volunteer
choirs members thank you for your dedication and allowing our parishioners
to enjoy the Byzantine hymns sung by you. Eis Anotera!

CHURCH PICNIC
GRADUATION CEREMONIES

On June 6th we will be holding the Sunday School and Greek School
Graduation ceremonies following the Divine Liturgy.  Our annual church
picnic will follow on our church grounds. Bring your lawn chairs, game
equipment, and most important your enthusiasm for fun and games.

GRACELAND CEMETERY Father Dennis Nagi has completely rebuilt the sign at the entrance to
Graceland Cemetery. The old sign had come under disrepair due to the
exposure of the elements. The new sign looks great and improves the
entrance to our cemetery. Thank you Father Dennis. ...Harry Ermides

ST. SOPHIA 2010 SCHOLARSHIP Please note that the 2010 scholarship applications are now available in the
Church Office. All applications must be returned by June 30, 2010. An official
transcript must also be received by the Scholarship Committee. The parents
of each applicant must file a 2010 Stewardship Commitment Card and must
be at least 50% paid by June 30, 2010. ...John Karatzou, Chair

EASTER DONATION
   ENVELOPES

In addition to the many items needed for the Easter and Lenten season which
were donated by our parishioners, the following members returned an Easter
Donation Envelope. We take this opportunity to thank you for your generosity:

Anonymous
Bessie Anastas

Tommy/Helen Annas
Arthur/Pauline Anton
Dolores Bachandouris

Richard/Maria Blinkhorn
Konstantinos/Christina Brotsis

Nicholas/Marietta Caladim
Polly Chakmakas
Dassie Cholakis

Despina Cholakis
George/Maria Cholakis

Achreve Condos
Chris/Norma Damascos

Margaret Danes
Jane Deliganis

Theodore/Olga Diamond
Hercules Diveris
Dolores Docous
Irene Econome
Sandra Galanis
James Gallas
Janet Gallas

Vangel George
Arthur/Christine Gianakos

Mary Ann Gregor
Catherine Halsdorf

Rita Jeoney
John/Theo Karatzou

Achreve Karlaftis
Annetta Katsoudas

Christopher Kendris
Theodore/Felia Kondoprias

Angie Koutelis
Diane Koutelis
Mary Koutsakis
Joanna Laines

Athena Loupessis
Peter/Irene Mafilios

William/Helen Markopoulosa
Nicholas/Jil McCook
Peter/George Melas
Elias/Miriam Mukasa
Michael/Maria Neal

Craig/Sophia Pallone
Peter/Maria Pappas

Maria Patelos
Eleanor Peters

James/Florence Posporelis
Calliope Romeo

Andrew/Bessie Sandalakis
Mary A. Sarris

Helen/Mary Sokaris
Alexandria Soulis
Angeline Thomas

Helen Trigonis
Anastasia Tseckares
Anastasia G. Tunny

Sultana M. Varvarousis
David/Demetra Washburn

Sultana Varvarousis
Deacon Gus/Tina Yavis



EASTER DONATIONS On behalf of the St. Sophia, we express a heartfelt thank you to the following
parishioners for their generous donations towards our Easter needs:

� 1st Salutation Wreath In Mem Peter, Antonia, James, George Berbelis
� 2nd Salutation Wreath Anolnymous
� 3rd Salutation WreathIn Mem. Bill/Melba Lee, Charles/Despina Anastas
� 4th Salutation Wreath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill and Helen Markopoulos
� Akathist Wreath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter, Georgia Melas and Family
� Daffodils/Sunday of Cross . Nicholas, Dolores & Anthony Thanopoulos
� Wreath for Nymphios Services . . . . . . . In Memory of Spiro Bahlatzis
� Palms for Palm Sunday morning . . . . . . . . In Memory of Peter Soulis
� White Hand Towels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nick Kordas and Family
� White Linen .0Sheet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anonymous
� Holy Oil, Cotton, Q-Tps Anonymous
� 250 Red Carnations for Unnailing Service . In Memory of Peter Soulis
� Last Supper Wreath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anonymous
� Holy Thursday Crown of Thorns . . In loving Memory of Thano Jeoney
� Carnations for Unnailing Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mem. George/Stavroula Galanopoulos
� Azaleas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of Nick Trigonis

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of Vincent Romeo

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of Diane Romeo Murphy

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of Cleo & James Stricos

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of Helen Varvarousis

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of Constantinos Bachandouris

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of Kosta Sovjani

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of John Googas
� Resurrection Icon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of Nick Trigonis
� Resurrection Lavaro . . . . . . . . . . . John & Katerina Dallas and Family
� Resurrection Candle (Lambada) . . . In mem. of Thomas/Steve Sarris
� Resurrection Candle (Lambada) . In mem of Ariadne-Yolanda Kendris
� Monetary donations for Epitaphio Flowers . . . . . . . . . Danny Anagnost

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Delores Bachandouris

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In memoy of � Zoe Bachandouris

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anastasia Brotsis

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dassie Cholakis

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Despina Cholakis

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John/Tessie Deffigos

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Anonymous

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Irene Econome

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Georgia/James Fishburn

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James and Mary Googaas

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In memory of Christos & Antonios Katsoudas

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Louise Mabin

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bessie Malamas

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Linda Murphy

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Dennis/Candice Nagi

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Flora Pampris

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Iakovos, Jacoband Zoe Personnius

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James/Florence Posporelis

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dennis, Irene, Joanna and Gianni Rassis

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James/Mary Sokaris

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Helen and Mary Sokaris

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Helen Trigonis

. Many Cash Donations from Parishioners & Visitors to St. Sophia
� Easter Eggs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In Memory of Georgia & James Zarifis



� Easter “Egg Hunt” Candy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anonymous
� Easter Lily Plants . . . . . . . . . . . . . In mem. of John and Helen Gallas

MEMORIAL DAY            
  SERVICES

On May 31, 2010, at 10:00 AM, the Divine Liturgy and Memorial Services will
be held at Graceland Cemetery in loving memory of our departed
parishioners. Let us not forget our soldiers who have and will lose their lives
in Iraq in order to protect the freedom we so enjoy in the United States.
Please note that if it is raining the services will be held at the Church.

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES

On Sunday, June 27, we will be congratulating our high school graduates.
The Coffee Fellowship Hour will be sponsored in their honor. Please let us
know by calling the Church Office if you are graduating high school this year
so you can be recognized.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES On June 27th we will be honoring our high school graduates. We encourage
our parishioners to congratulate these students and wish them well ob their
future endeavors on this special day..

CELEBRATIONS In the months of May and June we celebrate many occasions:
� Mother’s Day – we would like to extend and express our admiration to

all our mothers who we commemorate their holiday on May 9th. Please
attend church services as a family to bless our mothers with the love and
honor we have for this important person in our lives.

� Father’s Day – let’s not forget our fathers whose holiday is June 20th by
beginning the day attending church services as a family.

� Graduates  – we congratulate the Sunday School, Greek School, High
School and College graduates. St. Sophia takes this opportunity to
express its congratulations to them and hopes that the church had a role
in its endeavors to develop and nurture our youth.

KNITTING/CROCHETING GROUP Special thanks to our many parishioners who have donated supplies and
projects along with money for supplies and projects. We are accumulating
many nice items for local charities and appreciate your efforts in helping us
out. Anyone interested in donating should contact Jan Gallas.





Father Dennis Nagi has 
completely rebuilt the sign at 
the entrance to Graceland 
Cemetery. The old sign had 
come under disrepair due to 

the exposure of the elements. 
The new sign looks great and 
improves the entrance to our 
cemetery. Thank you Father 
Dennis. ...Harry Ermides



WORD SCRAMBLE
GREEK FESTIVAL By Christopher Pappis 

1. FFALER __________________________
2. ENTT __________________________
3. TAUSERNATR __________________________
4. RISAPTES __________________________
5. EREKG UCIMS __________________________
6. AMY __________________________
7. DLAAS __________________________
8. TOH OSGD __________________________
9. RSGEBMHARU __________________________
10. DWNEHX IWEAD __________________________
11. YGOR __________________________
12. IKVUOSLAA __________________________

Answers to April’s Scramble (Easter): 1/Basket; 2/Bunny/ 3/Candy;
4/Egg; 5/Dye; 6/Jellybean; 7/Chocolate; 8/Chick; 9/Parade; 10/Grass.
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Acct.  No.

STEWARDSHIP PAYMENT INFORMATION:
Stewards are able to pay for their pledges in three ways.

� They may use the envelopes for their check and cash donations which are collected during the Sunday
services. If you failed to indicate the number of envelopes you wanted, leave a note with your name
and number of envelopes requested in the Financial Secretary's Office mailbox. These will be provided
to you.

� Stewards may also come to the Church Office and use a credit card to make pledge payments . This
has been an accepted practice and some parishioners did not know it was available.

If you need envelopes, how many:

��� �  - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Please complete the 2010 Stewardship Commitment Car d and return  to the Church Office attention:
Stewardship

SAINT SOPHIA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
440 WHITEHALL ROAD, ALBANY, NEW YORK 12208 | TELEPHONE (518) 489-4442 |  FAX (518) 489-0374

2010 CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD

With thanks for God’s blessings, I/we pledge to contribute for Orthodox Christianity at St. Sophia Church for 2010.
Please enter the specific dollar amount you wish to contribute for the level you select:

Level 1 . . $1 to$299 $_______ Level 4$1,000 to $1,499 $_______ Level 7 $3,000 to $3,999 $______
Level 2 $300 to$499 $______ Level 5$1,500 to $1,999 $_______ Level 8 $4,000 to $4,999 $______
Level 3 $500 to$999 $______ Level 6$2,000 to $2,999 $_______ Level 9 $5,000 or Greater $______

Name_______________________________ Signature _____________________________ Dated _____________

Address_______________________________________  City____________________________ St ___ Zip ______

Winter Address _____________________________ Winter City___________________________ St ___ Zip
______

Applicable Winter Dates: Beginning MM/DD/YY___________ Ending MM/DD/YY________________



[If you are a new member a “Family Profile” form must also be completed.]
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CALLING ALL ST. SOPHIA VETERANS

If you have honorably served in any branch of the US Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Marine Corps,
Air Force, or Coast Guard) or are a Reservist who has served at least 90 consecutive days on
federal active duty (other than for training), or are a National Guard member who was activated
for federal service during a period of war or domestic emergency, we want to know.

On Sunday, May 30th, AHEPA Chapter #140 will be sponsoring a Memorial Day Veterans
Recognition. As part of this recognition, AHEPA will be providing parishioners with an up-to-date
list of St. Sophia’s veterans.

If your name does not appear on the current St. Sophia Veterans List, please send us your Name,
Service, and the Hostility (or war) during which you may have served, whether in a combat role
or not, by May 1, 2010 (see SAMPLE INFORMATION below).

• Either e-mail it to Michael Christakis at mchristakis@gmail.com; or

• Hand print and submit it in an envelope addressed to AHEPA VETERANS COMMITTEE, St.
Sophia Greek Orthodox Church, 440 Whitehall Road, Albany, NY 12208; or

• Drop the envelope off at the St. Sophia Church Office

SAMPLE INFORMATION

Name: Marakis C. Theophilis
Service: US Air Force
Hostility: Vietnam

Finally, if your name appears on the current St. Sophia Veteran’s List but its spelling or other
information is in error, also please let us know by May 1, 2010.

If you have any questions, contact Mark Theophilis at 383-4391, or send an email to
mchristakis@gmail.com.
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