WELCOME TO ST. SOPHIA
440 Whitehall Rd., Albany, New York
Welcome to the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. The glass-enclosed narthex is designated
for parents with infants and young children. Everyone is asked to remain in the narthex during the
“Small Entrance,” “Great Entrance,” “Epistles,” and “Gospel Readings”. Also, please remember to
turn off all cell phones and electronic devices. Also know that there is a wheelchair and a walker
available to those who have mobility needs. Please ask a Parish Council member at the Pangari.
If you are a visitor or newcomer, we are pleased to have you with us. Please introduce
yourself to a parish council member at the Pangari and also sign the guest book. Remember that
only those who are baptized or chrismated in the Eastern Orthodox faith may participate in the Holy
Sacraments including Holy Communion. Following church services, everyone is invited to attend
the fellowship hour in the parish hall. Our website is http://stsophia.net
Today: Sunday of the Blind Man
The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath, when, while walking in the way, He saw
the blind man mentioned in today's Gospel. This man had been born thus from his mother's womb, that
is, he had been born without eyes (see Saint John Chrysostom, Homily LVI on Matthew; Saint
Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book V:15; and the second Exorcism of Saint Basil the Great). When the
disciples saw this, they asked their Teacher, "Who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born
blind?" They asked this because when the Lord had healed the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, He had told
him, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee" (John 5:14); so they wondered, if sickness was
caused by sin, what sin could have been the cause of his being born without eyes. But the Lord
answered that this was for the glory of God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and made clay with
the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind man and said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam."
Siloam (which means "sent") was a well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the inhabitants for its
waters, which flowed to the eastern side of the city and collected in a large pool called "the Pool of
Siloam."
Therefore, the Saviour sent the blind man to this pool that he might wash his eyes, which had been
anointed with the clay-not that the pool's water had such power, but that the faith and obedience of the
one sent might be made manifest, and that the miracle might become more remarkable and known to
all, and leave no room for doubt. Thus, the blind man believed in Jesus' words, obeyed His command,
went and washed himself, and returned, no longer blind, but having eyes and seeing. This was the
greatest miracle that our Lord had yet worked; as the man healed of his blindness himself testified,
"Since time began, never was it heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind,"
although the Lord had already healed the blind eyes of many. Because he now had eyes, some even
doubted that he was the same person (John 9:8-9); and it was still lively in their remembrance when
Christ came to the tomb of Lazarus, for they said, "Could not this man, who opened the eyes of the
blind man, have caused that even this man should not have died?" Saint John Chrysostom gives a
thorough and brilliant exposition of our Lord's meeting with the woman of Samaria, the healing of the
paralytic, and the miracle of the blind man in his commentaries on the Gospel of Saint John.

40-Day Blessing for Joseph
Son of Vanessa and Donald Perry
Coffee Fellowship Sponsored in Memory of Tasoula and Alex Johnas
May their Memory be Eternal!

Sunday of the Blind Man
13 Sunday
14 Monday

15 Tuesday

16 Wednesday
17 Thursday
18 Friday
19 Saturday
20 Sunday

May 13, 2018 – May 20, 2018
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
11:00 am Senior Exercise
4:30 pm Greek School
6:30 pm Basketball
11:00 am Chair Yoga
12:30 pm Senior Program
3:15 pm Greek School
7:00 pm Religious Study
4:15 pm Greek School
9:30 am Divine Liturgy– The Ascension
6:00 pm Greek Festival
12:00 pm Greek Festival
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm Greek Festival

News & Events
< It’s here!!! Our Greek Festival is this Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. And today is
the last day to purchase presale festival admission tickets for $1. (Regular price at
the door is $3). At this price, you can “gift” them to friends, neighbors, co-workers,
even the dog catcher. However, these special priced tickets can only be purchased
in packs of five. The offer ends today.
< Located on the marble table by the main parking lot entrance are flyers and
postcards. Please take some to place on store windows or bulletin boards or to hand
out to people you know.
< There are still tickets available for big Festival Raffle. First prize is $5,000 with
five prizes of $500 plus a special prize of two round trip airfare tickets to Greece.
See Christina Anagnostopoulos or Alex Nichols.
< The 2018 St. Sophia Scholarship applications are now available in the church
office. There are two applications: one for graduating high school students; one for
current college students/participants in institutions of higher education. Note: You
must add your name and contact information to the sign-up sheet. Contact Frosine
Stolis at (518) 527-9103 or frosnjim@aol.com with questions.

Happy Mother’s Day!!!

Gospel Reading

Apolytikion of Great and Holy Pascha in the Plagal First Mode

Sunday of the Blind Man
The reading is from John 9:1-38

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death, and to those in the tombs He
has granted life.

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but
that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day;
night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat
on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said,
"No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He
answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went
and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put
clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among
them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He
is a prophet."
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said
this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he
was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask him."
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that
this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind,
now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told
you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?"
And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You
do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered
him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He
answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who
speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he worshiped him.

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal First Mode
Let us worship the Word, O ye faithful, praising Him that with the Father and the Spirit is cobeginningless God, Who was born of a pure Virgin that we all be saved; for He was pleased to
mount the Cross in the flesh that He assumed, accepting thus to endure death. And by His
glorious rising, He also willed to resurrect the dead.
Apolytikion (Hymn) for the Church in the Plagal Fourth Mode
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast made manifest the fishermen as most wise, By
sending down upon them the Holy Ghost, And by them hast drawn the world into Thy net. O
Lover of mankind, glory to Thee.
Seasonal Kontakion in the Plagal Fourth Mode
Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades' power, and You rose the victor,
Christ God, saying to the myrrh-bearing women, "Hail!" and granting peace to Your disciples,
You who raise up the fallen.

