WELCOME TO ST. SOPHIA

440 Whitehall Rd., Albany, New York

40-day Memorial for the late^
Eleni Rodolakis
A Coffee Fellowship will be sponsored in her Memory

Welcome to the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. The glass-enclosed narthex is designated for parents with
infants and young children. Everyone is asked to remain in the narthex during the “Small Entrance,” “Great Entrance,”
“Epistles,” and “Gospel Readings”. Also, please remember to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices. Also know
that there is a wheelchair and a walker available to those who have mobility needs. Please ask a Parish Council member
at the Pangari.
If you are a visitor or newcomer, we are pleased to have you with us. Please introduce yourself to a parish
council member at the Pangari and also sign the guest book. Remember that only those who are baptized or chrismated
in the Eastern Orthodox faith may participate in the Holy Sacraments including Holy Communion. Following church
services, everyone is invited to attend the fellowship hour in the parish hall. Our website is http://stsophia.net

Today: Sunday of All Saints
Honoring the friends of God with much reverence, the Prophet-King David says, "But to me, exceedingly
honorable are Thy friends, O Lord" (Ps. 138:16). And the divine Apostle, recounting the achievements of the
Saints, and setting forth their memorial as an example that we might turn away from earthly things and from sin,
and emulate their patience and courage in the struggles for virtue, says, "Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every burden, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1).

Memorial for the late^ Members of the AHEPA Family
May their Memory be Eternal!

Sunday of All Saints
3 Sunday

4 Monday
5 Tuesday
6 Wednesday

This commemoration began as the Sunday (Synaxis) of All Martyrs; to them were added all the ranks of Saints
who bore witness (the meaning of "Martyr" in Greek) to Christ in manifold ways, even if occasion did not
require the shedding of their blood.
Therefore, guided by the teaching of the Divine Scriptures and Apostolic Tradition, we the pious honor all the
Saints, the friends of God, for they are keepers of God's commandments, shining examples of virtue, and
benefactors of mankind. Of course, we honour the known Saints especially on their own day of the year, as is
evident in the Menologion. But since many Saints are unknown, and their number has increased with time, and
will continue to increase until the end of time, the Church has appointed that once a year a common
commemoration be made of all the Saints. This is the feast that we celebrate today. It is the harvest of the
coming of the Holy Spirit into the world; it is the "much fruit" brought forth by that "Grain of wheat that fell
into the earth and died" (John 12:24); it is the glorification of the Saints as "the foundation of the Church, the
perfection of the Gospel, they who fulfilled in deed the sayings of the Saviour" (Sunday of All Saints,
Doxasticon of Vespers).

In this celebration, then, we reverently honor and call blessed all the Righteous, the Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs,
Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and Holy Monastics, both men and women alike, known and unknown, who
have been added to the choirs of the Saints and shall be added, from the time of Adam until the end of the
world, who have been perfected in piety and have glorified God by their holy lives. All these, as well as the
orders of the Angels, and especially our most holy Lady and Queen, the Ever-virgin Theotokos Mary, do we
honour today, setting their life before us as an example of virtue, and entreating them to intercede in our behalf
with God, Whose grace and boundless mercy be with us all. Amen.

7 Thursday
8 Friday
News & Events

June 3, 2018 – June 9, 2018
9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday School and Greek School Graduation
11:45 am Annual Church Picnic
11:30 am Senior Exercise
6:00 pm AHEPA
11:00 am Chair Yoga
12:30 pm Senior Program
11:30 am Senior Exercise
12:30 pm Knitters
12:30 pm Seniors
11:30 am Senior Exercise

< Sunday School and Greek School graduation will be held today following church
services which will then be followed by our annual church picnic. There will be
lots of good food, games, and fun. (P.S. The picnic is free).
< Attention all high school graduates. Our annual “High School Graduation
Celebration” will be held next Sunday, June 10. Please call the office with names
of graduating seniors so we may include them in our celebration.
< Really good gourmet items will be for sale today. In addition, orders will be taken
for those popular St. Sophia hooded sweatshirts.
< The deadline is June 30 for the 2018 St. Sophia Scholarship applications. There
are two applications: one for graduating high school students; one for current
college students/participants in institutions of higher education. Note: You must
add your name and contact information to the sign-up sheet. Contact Frosine Stolis
at (518) 527-9103 or frosnjim@aol.com with questions.
< AHEPA is sponsoring Greek Night River Cruise 2018 on June 30th on the Dutch
Apple. E-mail AHEPA125@gmail.com. See flyer for information.
< There will be a festival meeting next Sunday following church services.
< Next Sunday there will be a one-year memorial for the late Bernard Richardson.

Epistle Reading

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Fourth Mode

Prokeimenon. Fourth Mode. Psalm 67.35,26.
God is wonderful among his saints.
Verse: Bless God in the congregations.

From on high didst Thou descend, O Compassionate One; to burial of three days hast Thou
submitted that Thou mightest free us from our passions. O our Life and Resurrection, Lord,
glory be to Thee.
Apolytikion for All Saints in the Fourth Mode

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 11:33-40; 12:1-2.
Brethren, all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped
the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some
were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered
mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy - wandering over deserts and
mountains and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not
receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.

Gospel Reading
Sunday of All Saints
The reading is from Matthew 10:32-33; 37-38; 19:27-30
The Lord said to his disciples, "Every one who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge
before my Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny him before my
Father who is in heaven. He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he who
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross and follow
me is not worthy of me." Then Peter said in reply, "Lo, we have left everything and followed you. What
then shall we have?" Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of man
shall sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. And every one who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many that
are first will be last, and the last first."

Adorned in the blood of Thy Martyrs throughout all the world as in purple and fine linen,
Thy Church, though them, doth cry unto Thee, O Christ God: Send down Thy compassions
upon Thy people; grant peace to Thy commonwealth, and great mercy to our souls.
Apolytikion (Hymn) for the Church in the Plagal Fourth Mode
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast made manifest the fishermen as most wise,
By sending down upon them the Holy Ghost, And by them hast drawn the world into Thy
net. O Lover of mankind, glory to Thee.
Seasonal Kontakion in the Plagal Fourth Mode
As the first-fruits of our nature to the Planter of created things, the world presenteth the Godbearing martyred Saints in off'ring unto Thee, O Lord. Through their earnest entreaties, keep
Thy Church in deep peace and divine tranquillity, through the pure Theotokos, O Thou Who
art greatly merciful.

